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Integrating Social Justice Pedagogical and Epistemological Frameworks in Teaching and Research 
Dr. Ada L. Sinacore – ECP, McGill University  
 
Social justice pedagogical frameworks grew out of the intersections of critical, feminist, disability, anti-
racist and multicultural pedagogies. These frameworks implore educators and researchers to attend to 
how power and privilege advantages or disadvantages certain groups. In this light, researchers and 
educators employing social justice frameworks reflect on the development and transmission of 
knowledge, as well as, how that development and transmission may serve to promote and/or 
marginalize different individuals and populations.  Further, intersectionality is a central tenant of social 
justice frameworks, as it requires that a diversity of voices is represented in research construction and 
curriculum development.  Finally, reflexivity on the part of the researcher and reflexive dialogues in the 
classroom encourages researchers, educators, and students to address how their experiences of 
power, privilege and marginalization influences the ways in which they construct research and access 
knowledge. (Sinacore & Enns, 2005, Sinacore, Ginsberg & Kassan, 2013).   
 
Thus, this workshop will review the foundations of social justice pedagogical and epistemological 
frameworks.  Review the common principles across these frameworks and provide concrete examples 
of how these principles apply in research construction and curriculum development. Workshop 
participants will have the opportunity to critically examine their experiences as educators, students, 
and researchers and consider the ways in which those experiences may have been influenced if a social 
justice framework were employed.  Finally, the strengths and challenges of applying these frameworks 
will be discussed.  
 
Fostering Interdisciplinary Collaboration in a Post-Secondary Educational Context: Lessons Learned 
from the Mcgill Student Association For Collaborative Mental Healthcare 
Eleanor McGroarty, Erinn Brown – ECP, McGill University 
 
This 30-minute workshop will provide participants with an overview of key insights gleaned from the 
process of forming an interdisciplinary association for post-secondary students in mental healthcare-
related disciplines. Attendees will participate in a facilitated conversation about the benefits of 
interdisciplinary collaboration, which will explore the ways in which the principles of collaboration can 
be applied in educational contexts.  
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The McGill Student Association for Collaborative Mental Healthcare (CMH) serves to foster networks 
between students, faculty, researchers, and clinicians. CMH initiatives reflect the CMH pillars 
(collaboration, interdisciplinary networks, idea generation, contribution) and the CMH philosophies 
(open mindedness, respect, critical reflection, growth & empowerment). The structure of CMH, 
including a core interdisciplinary group of 30 students, an executive team and the larger CMH 
community, will be reviewed with a critical lens. Different aspects of community building, such as 
networking, establishing communication platforms and team building will be reviewed. CMH core 
group activities, such as peer-to-peer education, interdisciplinary case studies and critical discussions 
of media and academic journal articles will be discussed. An overview of CMH contributions to the 
McGill and larger Montreal communities will be given, including educational workshops, mental health 
awareness initiatives, networking events, and advocacy for healthcare policy reform. Moreover, key 
insights with regard to the benefits of collaboration across different fields will be presented. The 
lessons learned through interdisciplinary collaboration at CMH include: the ability to gain fresh 
perspectives on our fields of study, the siloing of knowledge bases within different fields due to 
departmentalization in educational settings, the need to establish common language between 
disciplines, the similarities and overlaps between disciplines, the informative and humbling effects of 
bridging the divide between researchers and clinicians, and the benefits of establishing long-term 
interprofessional relationships. These findings will be applied in the facilitation of a conversation 
amongst participants about the potential benefits of collaboration in other community and educational 
contexts. 

 
Psycho-Educational Assessments for Culturally and Linguistically Diverse Students 
Matthew Danbrook, Catherine Archambault – ECP, McGill University 
 
“Our roots reach out to every corner of the globe. We are from far and wide, and speak over 200 
languages. Our national fabric is vibrant and varied, woven together by many cultures and heritages, 
and underlined by a core value of respect. Multiculturalism is our strength, as synonymous with 
Canada as the Maple Leaf.” 
 - Justin Trudeau, Prime Minister of Canada 

 
A growing number of children speak a language at home that is different than the one they use at 
school. Approximately 15% of Canadians report speaking a language other than English or French at 
home (Statistics Canada, 2012). English Language Learners can demonstrate academic difficulties, and 
their slow academic progress often results in referrals for a psychoeducational assessment. Recent 
studies have found that students identified as English Language Learners are overrepresented in 
special education (Sullivan, 2011). It has been argued that this overrepresentation is due to a higher 
rate of misdiagnoses in this population. For instance, English Language Learners and students who 
have a learning disability both perform poorly on academic tasks with heavy language demands 
(Sullivan, 2011). It is therefore difficult for psychologists to determine whether an English Language 
Learner’s difficulties is associated to their low proficiency in the language of instruction or to an 
impairment in the basic abilities needed to learn reading, writing, and mathematics (Geva, 2000; 
Lundberg, 2002). Ultimately, it is critical that psychologists know how to conduct fair and valid 
assessments with multilingual learners. 
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This workshop reviews an evidence-based approach that can be used by psychologists when evaluating 
cognitive abilities of second-language learners that was proposed by Flanagan, Ortiz and Alfonso 
(2007), the Culture-Language Interpretive Matrices (C-LIMs). It will focus on how to use the C-LIMs to 
interpret data from psychoeducational assessment conducted with students from diverse cultural and 
linguistic backgrounds. This professional workshop would be useful for any psychologist who conducts 
psychoeducational assessments and would like to learn about current best practice in 
nondiscriminatory assessment. 
 
Moving Past the Textbook to Support Youth Leaving Care in Post-Secondary Institutions: A Youth in 
Care Alumni Panel Discussion 
Melanie Doucet1, Yuan Stevens2; Marcelle Partouche Gutierrez3, Destiny Gregoire4, Ashley Dawn Louise 
Bach5 –  1School of Social Work, McGill University, 2Faculty of Law, McGill University,3Head & Hands 
Youth Worker & Anthropology graduate, McGill University, 4Social Service Program, Dawson 
College,5Environmental Science graduate, McGill University 
 
Across Canada, youth who are placed in care are required by legislation to live on their own by the age 
of 18 or 19, with little to no assistance from the child welfare system. With less than half (44%) of 
youth in care graduating high school compared to 88% of their peers, opportunities for pursuing 
postsecondary education are limited and often inaccessible. While 70% of youth in care aspire to 
attend postsecondary, only 13% enroll in postsecondary programs - at half the rate of their peers. A 
very small minority make it to graduation; only 2% of youth in care alumni complete a bachelor's 
degree, compared to 24% of their peers. This panel of youth in care alumni members of the Montreal 
Youth in Care Alumni Student Association (MYCASA) aims to provide a deeper understanding and 
insight into the realities and challenges experienced by those who are able to pursue higher education. 
Panelists will share their personal stories and present the realities associated with 'aging out' of care 
while attending a postsecondary education institution. Some of the barriers that are in place that 
prevent many youth in care alumni from graduating will be discussed as well as some strengths and 
resilience factors that come into play. Recommendations for policy and practice for social workers, 
educators, professors and postsecondary administration will also be presented. The panel presentation 
will be followed by a dialogue and discussion with the audience. 
 
ABC’s of PhD: Building your Academic Profile: Publications 
Sponsored by the Faculty of Education, McGill University 
 
Attending and presenting at conferences and publications both build your academic profile. Join us as 
we discuss ways to transform your CSSE presentation, class assignment, or ongoing research into a 
publication. The publication process itself will be discussed and time for peer-review will be provided. 
Please bring a short excerpt of your writing to engage in this opportunity.   
 
This workshop is run by the ABCs of the PhD, a free professional seminar series run by graduate 
students for graduate students. It is sponsored by the Faculty of Education and focuses on the 
concerns of Education students, but all McGill graduate students are welcome to attend.  
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ABCs of PhD: Transitioning from PhD to post-PhD 
Sponsored by the Faculty of Education, McGill University 
 
Academic and non-academic opportunities are at our finger tips at the end of our PhD journey, but, 
how do you seek the best opportunity based on your strengths/weaknesses, needs, and goals? Do you 
know what your strengths, needs, and goals are?! Join us to consider your future, to better understand 
yourself and some of the academic and non-academic opportunities that exist.  
  
This workshop is run by the ABCs of the PhD, a free professional seminar series run by graduate 
students for graduate students. It is sponsored by the Faculty of Education and focuses on the 
concerns of Education students, but all McGill graduate students are welcome to attend. 
 
PANEL PRESENTATIONS // PRÉSENTATIONS DE PANÉLISTES 
 
Using Political Cartoons in a Dialogic Space to Explore Racial Neoliberalism on the Ground 
Emil Briones, Shannon Hutcheson, Sarah Lewington – DISE, McGill University 
 
In a society that touts its multiculturalism, it is essential to create a space for open dialogue to answer 
to the needs of a culturally pluralistic society.  Educators, administrators, and researchers require the 
tools to access the theoretical, political, and practical strategies essential for socially just 
transformative change.  It is vital that teachers are equipped with a nuanced understanding of the 
ideological landscape that creates barriers for an equitable classroom. This workshop will use four 
political cartoons and a critical race lens to engage with neoliberalism and its deleterious impact on 
education in the settler state of Canada. Facilitators will divide the participants into small groups, each 
one assigned a different political cartoon. The small groups will be asked to deconstruct the political 
cartoons using five key themes informed by various critical texts as outlined by the facilitators. The 
themes are as follows: subalterity, success/failure binary as a social construction, participation as 
survival, meritocracy myth, and the commoditization of education. After the breakout session, 
facilitators will elicit open discussion and analysis among the small groups. The workshop will include a 
synthesis of the broad themes, group findings, and their links with the selection of relevant texts. This 
dialogue will provide a practitioner/researcher-centered context for the intersections of racial 
neoliberalism in Canada.  We aim to make these topics accessible through providing recommendations 
and solutions such as effective allyship, political consciousness, and teaching emancipation. Not only 
are these recommendations key to creating an equitable classroom but also include the complexities of 
race beyond the oversimplified definition of multiculturalism in Canada. 
 
sEarly intervention for Children with Autism Spectrum Disorder: Social Skills, Behaviours, and 
Parental Stress 
Janet Amos1, N Farhin Hassan1, Melissa Fernandez1, Gregory Davies1, Ingrid Sladeczek1, Katherine 
Moxness2, Nathalie Garcin3, Marc Lanovaz4 – 1ECP, McGill University, 2Youth Program West Montreal 
CIUSS, 3Gold Centre, 4Université de Montréal  
 
Objectives: Participants will learn about the complex factors that influence the success of early 
intervention (EI) services for children with autism and their families.  
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Overview: Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) is a neurodevelopmental syndrome characterized by 
restricted interests and repetitive behaviours coupled with a deficit in reciprocal social communication 
(Camarata, 2014). It is estimated that in Canada, ASD affects about 1% of the population (Anagnostou 
et al., 2014). One of the most effective interventions developed for children with ASD is early intensive 
behavioural intervention (EIBI) (Reichow, 2012). Beyond popular global measures of functioning, it is 
essential to evaluate of the essential diagnostic deficits in social skills and restricted interests and 
repetitive behaviours as improvement in these domains are often main goals of intervention. 
Moreover, few studies include parent and family function as an outcome, despite its relation to better 
treatment outcomes, ignoring the systemic needs of children with ASD and their families (Osborne et 
al., 2008). The present research studies use secondary data drawn from the Early Intervention Services 
for Autism Spectrum Disorders in Quebec: Evaluation of their Impacts on Children and their Families 
study spearheaded by Dr. Ingrid Sladeczek of McGill University. Thirty-five children under age five and 
diagnosed with ASD were recruited from three centres in Montreal. The first site offers public services 
of EIBI, the second site provides private services of EIBI, and the third site is an eclectic program. The 
research adopted a pre-test/post-test comparison design with three groups, with pre-test measures 
collected prior to the onset of the intervention, and post-test measures collected when services ended 
or after two years of intervention. Data collected included measures of cognitive, social, behavioural, 
and family functioning allowing for a rich and in-depth look at the various factors that contribute to the 
success of EI programs.  The first study (presented by Ms. Hassan) examines early intervention (EI) 
services as they relate to parental stress, satisfaction with care provided by service providers, and the 
role of cultural background. The second study (presented by Ms. Amos) focuses on the family and 
service provider characteristics that contribute to the development of social skills. The third study 
(presented by Ms. Fernandez) uses direct observational methods to analyze the impact of EI on the 
frequency and diversity of stereotypic behaviors young children, with ASD, engage in. The fourth study 
(presented by Mr. Davies) examines intervention outcomes in both the child and parent, particularly 
outcomes related to child adaptive behaviour, parental stress and their relation to program 
characteristics. 

 
Significance: The present panel will provide valuable information for students, educators, and clinicians 
interested in the field of early intervention. Results from the present studies will contribute to the 
existing research literature on the importance of EI and will assist clinicians in improving EI services in 
both the private and public sector. 
 
 
Employment and Career Development Amongst Individuals with Disabilities and ASD: The Role of 
Barriers and Self-Determination 
Amanda Saxe, Francesca Dansereau – ECP, McGill University 
 
This 30-minute panel will achieve the following objectives:  
1) To summarize previous research regarding employment barriers for individuals with disabilities in 
Canada, and present preliminary findings regarding perceived employment barriers experienced by 
individuals with disabilities in Quebec 
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2) To review the literature regarding barriers to employment for individuals with ASD, specifically 
regarding individual barriers to becoming self-determined 
3) To propose the theory that self-determination and vocational readiness uniquely influence career 
development of individuals with ASD 
The presentation will begin with an overview of the importance of employment with regards to three 
basic human needs: the need for survival (through means of obtaining food and shelter), the need for 
relatedness (through social interactions at work), and the need for self-determination (through 
volitional employment decisions) (Blustein 2006, 2008).  We argue that due to numerous societal 
barriers, individuals with disabilities are consistently excluded from the workforce, thus limiting their 
access to fulfilling these basic needs.  
 
Part 1 (Speaker: Amanda): Canadians with disabilities experience an employment rate of 49%, a 
meager statistic compared to the employment rate of 79% among Canadians without disabilities 
(Turcotte, 2014). Since the unemployment and underemployment of people with disabilities is linked 
with high rates of poverty (Schur et al., 2002), depression, mental stress (Lee, 2013), and low self-
esteem (Hall & Parker, 2010), it is critical to identify employment barriers that people with disabilities 
encounter to help promote their inclusion in the workforce. Preliminary data from an ongoing 
quantitative research study reveal that participants with disabilities perceive significantly more 
employment barriers than those without disabilities. Differences between the experiences of 
participants within various disability groups will also be discussed. The results provide evidence that 
individuals with disabilities in Quebec still experience more barriers to employment than the general 
population. This section will conclude with suggestions for future research, including the need to study 
the diverse experiences of individuals with various types of disabilities.  
 
Part 2 (Speaker: Francesca):  Past literature has focused solely on employment opportunities as the 
ability to acquire and maintain a job without considering the developmental trajectory of career 
development among individuals on the autism spectrum (Taylor & Sheltzer, 2010; Richards, 2012; Roux 
et al., 2013; Shattuck et al., 2013). When compared to other disabilities, individuals on the autism 
spectrum have the lowest employment rate; 50% less paid employment opportunities (Roux et al., 
2013). When considering their self-determination skills and abilities, individuals on the autism 
spectrum have again the lowest rate when compared to individuals with learning disabilities or other 
developmental disabilities (Wehmer, Palmer, Soukup, Garner & Lawrence, 2007). Therefore, by 
considering self-determination in their career trajectory, this section will focus on their vocational 
readiness from late adolescence to young adulthood and discuss the possibility that together they 
might provide developmental insight on career challenges faced by this population. Bringing forward a 
new theoretical framework to career development and autism spectrum disorder, literature taken 
from career development, self-determination and employment related difficulties for individuals on 
the autism spectrum will be reviewed and discussed.  
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ALTERNATIVE FORMAT // FORMAT ALTERNATIF 
 
Articulating a Researcher Identity to Foster Equitable Research Practices 
Nicole Bourassa, Sara Doody, Margaret McDonnell, Hala Mreiwed, Fauzanah El Muhammady, Abigail 
Shabtay, Layal Shuman, Micaela Winton – DISE, McGill University 
 
The PhD journey is one that is fraught with many unknowns. As PhD students, we learn to navigate the 
complex world of academe through what Barnacle and Mewburn refer to as “an intense process that 
offers a profound learning experience and is likely to transform the individual” (2010, p.5) In becoming 
researchers, PhD candidates “negotiate new identities and reconceptualise themselves both as people 
and professionals” (Hall & Burns 2009, p. 1) and acquire research skills (Mantei, 2015, p. 5). This 
presentation will be led by a group of second year PhD students who have embarked on this exciting 
yet daunting process. Many of us grapple to understand our nascent researcher identities and the 
pivotal moments that have shaped our desire to pursue research. As part of our PhD Colloquium 
course, each of us created a commonplace book, exhibiting the roots of our passions for inquiry, and 
exploring our individual spheres of research interests. Our processes have led to a deeper 
understanding and recognition of the importance of equitable research practices by recognizing 
diversity and respecting the relationship between researcher and participants. Our commonplace 
books bear witness to our individual stories, tracing each of our doctoral journeys from their earliest 
inception, and integrating various modalities including: narrative, photographs, drawings, poetry, and 
visual forms of documentation. The commonplace book is described by Blair (1992) in this way: 
 
As new evidence for the interaction between humanism and science in the Renaissance I will trace the 
use among natural philosophical authors of a quintessentially humanist method of reading and storing 
information – through the commonplace book. In this method of reading which I will call the method 
of commonplaces) one selects passages of interest for the rhetorical turns in phrase, the dialectical 
arguments, or the factual information they contain; one then copies them out in a notebook, the 
commonplace book, kept handy for the purpose, grouping them under appropriate headings to 
facilitate later retrieval use, notably in composing one’s own. Strictly defined the commonplace book is 
a humanist innovation, but like most Renaissance practices it adapted a concept with a glorious ancient 
pedigree to suit contemporary, in this case pedagogical , needs. (p. 541) 
 
This 30-minute interactive group presentation will showcase our commonplace books, demonstrating 
how they have helped us to develop our researcher identity, while fostering understanding of the 
importance and need for equitable research practices as we move forward on our doctoral journey. 
Following a brief presentation, the audience will have an opportunity to view the commonplace books 
and pose questions. 
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ELEVATOR PITCH COMPETITION // COMPÉTITION «ELEVATOR PITCH» 
 
Children’s Moral Acceptability of Bullying in Elementary School Settings  
Kedi Zhao – ECP, McGill University 
 
Bullying has become an issue that parents and schools deeply cared about because it can result in 
harmful consequences for children’s physical and mental health. Previous studies show that children’s 
moral evaluations of school bullying may help the public better understand children’s cognitive 
perceptions about bullying, which thus generate recommendations for interventions in schools. The 
current study investigated children’s moral evaluations of bullying through hypothetical moral stories 
which contained different bullying characteristics. A total of 308 children were randomly sampled from 
the fourth grade (n = 155, M = 11.50 years, SD = 1.05, 49% girls) and sixth grade (n = 155, M = 12.03 
years, SD = 0.68, 52% girls) in elementary schools from a rural city in China. Children first read four 
moral stories about a character who bullied another character, and then rated these bullying 
behaviours based on their own understanding by using Likert 5-point scale. Results from a repeated-
measures ANOVA show that children rated stories with the intention to harm F(1, 300) = 116.05, p < 
.05,  and with a power imbalance, F(1,300) = 11.787, p < .05,  more negatively than stories without 
these two characteristics. Results also indicate that there is an interaction between intention to harm 
and age F(1,300) = 5.513, p < 0.05, with older children attributing lower scores than younger children 
when there was an intention to harm. To conclude, the findings have important practical implications 
for the improvement of school administrative policies and for children’s emotional and psychological 
well-being. 
 
The Effect of Pre-Service Teachers’ Technological Pedagogical Content Knowledge 
Lingyun Huang – ECP, McGill University 

  
Pre-service teachers should develop their technological pedagogical content knowledge (TPACK) that is 
essential for their future teaching in technology rich learning environments. TPACK is defined as the 
integration of seven knowledge systems, including three basic knowledge systems, e.g. technology 
(TK), pedagogy (PK) and content (CK), as well as four compound knowledge e.g. pedagogical content 
knowledge (PCK), technological pedagogical knowledge (TPK), technological content knowledge (TCK) 
and technological pedagogical content knowledge (TPCK). This study attempted to understand pre-
service teachers’ TPACK development in terms of identifying the relationship between three basic 
knowledge and TPACK. 211 pre-service teachers were invited to fulfill one self-reported survey with 
regard to TPACK. The result obtained by correlation indicated a positive relationship among TK, PK, CK 
and TPACK. Multiple regression analysis suggested that PK (r = 0.56**) and TK (r = 0.23**) were two 
major factors that would influence TPACK.  I concluded with a discussion for improving preservice 
teachers’ TPACK based on enhancing their knowledge on pedagogy and technology. 
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A Scoping Review of Engagement in Physical Activity among LGBTQ+ Adults 
Shannon Herrick – KPE, McGill University 

Background: LGBTQ+ persons are subject to high rates of chronic diseases and health concerns that can 
be addressed through regular participation in physical activity; however, LGBTQ+ adults experience 
unique challenges to engaging in physical activity. 
 
Purpose: To describe the dominant narratives related to the intersection of sexual orientation, gender 
identity, and physical activity. 
 
Design and Methods: A systematic search and scoping review of existing literature was conducted. 
Studies were identified through searching nine electronic databases. Data were then extracted, 
summarized, and organized by LGBTQ+ sub-groups. Conceptual maps of prominent narratives were 
created. 
 
Results: Separate narratives were identified for sexual minority men and women. 
The dominant trend for sexual minority men was increased physical activity levels, often motivated by 
a perceived body ideal of being thin and/or muscular. The dominant trend for sexual minority women 
was decreased physical activity levels, predicated on a social norm centered on bodily acceptance. 
 
Conclusions: Sexual orientation affects engagement in physical activity differentially by gender. Our 
findings suggest that physical activity interventions should be targeted to unique sub-groups of the 
LGBTQ+ population. 
 

ORAL PRESENTATIONS // PRÉSENTATIONS ORALES 
 

How University Policy Makers Perceive Sexual Violence on Their Campus 
Alastair Hibberd – DISE, McGill University  

Purpose: To determine the perspectives held by policy makers writing a sexual violence policy at a 
Canadian university. In particular, how do they define the problem of sexual violence amongst their 
community, what solutions do they propose, and what do they believe is the purpose of the policy? 
 
Conceptual Framework: Policy-as-discourse views policy as a representation of what people do, say, 
and think about the policy problem (Blackmore & Lauder, 2005). I aim to understand policy makers’ 
individual interpretations of the discourse surrounding their sexual violence policy. 
 
Educational Importance: Rates of sexual violence on university campuses have remained fairly stable 
for 60 years (Kirkpatrick & Kanin, 1957; Muehlenhard, Humphreys, Jozkowski, & Peterson, 2016). 
Students victimized by sexual violence typically experience negative consequences regarding their 
academics and health (Halstead, Williams, & Gonzalez-Guarda, 2017). These effects are typically 
compounded for individuals who identify with marginalized cultural groups; they perceive their 
victimization as being based on their identity, such as being Black (Buchanan & Ormerod, 2002; 
Crenshaw, 1991). In order to provide a safe study environment, universities must take action to 
address sexual violence on campus.  
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Methods: The case study data was collected through interviews with nine policy makers. The data was 
analyzed from a phenomenographic stance (Dahlgren & Fallsberg, 1991) to determine the similarities 
and differences between participants’ perceptions. 
 
Results: Discrepancies in how policy makers defined the problem and the function of the policy lead to 
disagreements in how to solve the problem. As a result, all of the participants felt the policy was 
flawed for various reasons. 
 
Allophone Students’ Linguistic Integration into Mainstream French Classrooms: Perceptions and 
Language Use During Peer Interaction 
Alexa-Savan Ahooja – DISE, McGill University 

To facilitate the integration of a growing population of students who do not have French as a first 
language (labeled Allophones) in Québec, some school boards created transitory classes that are 
meant to expedite Allophone students to mainstream classrooms as soon as possible (Armand & De 
Koninck, 2009). However, most are still in need of second language (L2) support after graduating from 
these classes (Cummins, 1979). Since mainstream teachers may not be able to attend to their L2 needs, 
these students may need to seek other sources of L2 support, and the kind of assistance offered by 
other learners can serve as a useful resource. L2 peer interaction research indicates that this can be a 
very effective learning dynamic as it encourages learners to test linguistic hypotheses, to become 
aware of the linguistic difficulties that they experience, to engage in mutual error correction, and to co-
construct new linguistic knowledge (Philp, Adams, & Iwashita, 2014; Sato & Ballinger, 2016). 
 
The objective of this qualitative, exploratory research is to understand the linguistic integration of 
Allophone students in mainstream classes by analyzing 8 students’ language use during in-class 
collaborative activities (recorded interactions), interpreting teachers’ pedagogical approaches in 
context, and examining parents’ perspectives about their child’s linguistic behaviour outside of class 
(approx. 10 interviews in total). For this presentation, I will present partial results in order to 
demonstrate the need for further research in this area of knowledge, and to expose the necessity to 
address these students’ L2 needs in the Quebec educational context.  
 
Beyond the Binary: Identity Formation as a Framework for Physics Education Research  
Chris Gosling – DISE, McGill University  

Physics education research (PER) is typically done by physicists who are interested in education. 
Research in PER often relies on quantitative measures and frames gender using a binary definition. This 
approach classifies students based on their biological sex and has documented a “gender gap” in 
achievement between males and females (e.g., Kost, Pollock, & Finkelstein, 2009).  
 
One limitation of this methodology, however, is that it assumes all females will behave, learn, and be 
affected by changes in similar ways. This deficit perspective positions females as lacking characteristics 
possessed by males (Traxler, Cid, Blue, & Barthelemy, 2016). Traxler et al. also note that this approach 
has little potential to account for different performances of gender based on context, the limited roles 
available for women within physics, or the intersections between gender and race, ethnicity, 
socioeconomic class, or sexual orientation. 
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A view of learning as identity formation (Brickhouse, 2001) has the potential to transform gender 
studies in PER by providing insights into how students view not only the field of physics, but also the 
degree to which they see a place for themselves within physics. Given the overriding impression of 
physics as a masculine field (Francis et al., 2016), insights into how females’ thinking about themselves 
in relation to physics changes in response to interventions (Lock & Hazari, 2016) and curricular changes 
are crucial to understanding their long-term trajectories.  
 
This approach to PER has the potential to help determine how to best transform physics to make it 
more accessible to all students. 
 
International Students’ Conceptions of Education, Leadership, and Citizenship: Implications for 
Meaningful Learning in Canadian Universities  
Christopher Dietzel – DISE, McGill University 
 
Abstract: According to Dewey (1916), education serves a democracy by creating engaged, informed 
citizens with the knowledge and experience required to sustain and, ultimately, improve society. 
Beyond compulsory schooling, university offers students educational experience to further challenge 
them and better prepare them to contribute effectively to society. We, therefore, should consider how 
– or if – education systems are addressing all students’ needs and, further, whether students are 
prepared to address the problems that inhibit society from progressing. My research explores current 
international students’ perceptions of education, leadership, and citizenship. To conduct the analysis, I 
use phenomenography to investigate the ways a group of individuals conceptualize a phenomenon 
(Marton, 1981). This methodology allows me to consider all variations in understandings among 
participants, whether or not those conceptions are based on emotions, experiences, or fact (Marton & 
Pong, 2005). The purpose of researching McGill students’ conceptions of these three themes is to (1) 
discover the variations in students’ understandings of education, leadership, and citizenship; (2) 
explore connections between leadership development and global citizenship; (3) offer suggestions of 
how universities might better align with the needs, understandings, and experiences of undergraduate 
students. The findings of this research offer institutions some guidance in providing inclusive 
educational opportunities for all students that are relevant, challenging, and meaningful for 
international undergraduates of the 21st century.  
 
Learning Languages through Literature: A Teaching Module Based on a Graphic Novel 
Dana Martin – Department of Education, Concordia University 
 
This project is a teaching module based on the graphic novel Maus, written by Art Spiegelman. In this 
book, the author concurrently narrates his own story and the one of his father, Vladek, a survivor of 
the Holocaust. Through these parallel stories, the reader can come to understand the Jews’ conditions 
during World War II, but also the consequences of the Holocaust and the war on the following 
generation.  
The module has two aims: (1) to demonstrate that the language is formed in relation to personal 
identity and the context of use in its specific culture, and (2) to transform the Francization classroom 
into a microcosm connected to the social and cultural dynamics of the world (Ciramosti, 2015). In this 
way, the module supports communication between students in the classroom as they work through 
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the content of Maus together. Previous studies have shown that connecting the learner to the 
language and the language to the world will increase motivation in the learner (Daskalovska & Dimova, 
2012). The target language can become more meaningful to the learner as they become able to use it 
for communicative purposes in the real world.  
 
The project was first created for French literature courses in Cégep (Fortin & Martin, 2015), and then 
adapted for the FSL classroom for adult immigrants at the most advanced level (Martin, 2016). The 
final product will be an engaging FSL module that can be used to promote communication and critical 
thinking inside the classroom in the target language. 
 
Incorporating Indigenous Ways of Knowing in PHETE Informed by Mohawk Narratives 
Derek Wasyliw – KPE, McGill University 
 
Advocating for more socially just forms of Physical Health Education Teacher Education (PHETE) 
programming that bring attention to racism, colonialism, and include other ways of knowing (IWOK), 
has been overlooked by Canadian PHETE researchers (Halas, 2014). IWOK historically have been 
excluded from contemporary educational institutions and other Eurocentric knowledge systems 
(Battiste, 2009). Thus, there is a critical need to better understand how to enhance University PHETE 
programs through the incorporation of IWOK and culturally responsive teaching practices that respect 
a diverse student population (Halas, 2014). The purpose of the proposed study is to gain a better 
understanding of how IWOK may be both practically and theoretically included in PHETE programs. I 
propose that the inclusion of IWOK advocates for a culturally responsive form of physical education 
(PE) that would meet the needs of a greater number of students and lead to increased numbers of 
individuals who would be motivated to lead physically active lifestyles. Through the process of 
narrative inquiry, I will collaborate with the Mohawk people of Kahnawake, a Kanien’kehá:ka 
community on the St. Lawrence River near Montreal, Quebec, Canada. The inquiry into how they 
believe IWOK may enhance how PHETE programs prepare pre-service teachers to engage Indigenous 
youth within PE (Flicker, et al. 2015). PHETE programs will then hopefully incorporate more culturally 
responsive forms of PE that would meet the needs of a greater number of students and lead to 
increased numbers of individuals who would be confident, competent, and motivated to lead 
physically active lifestyles. 
 
The Development of Teaching Practices for Science Teachers through Participation in a Professional 
Learning Community  
Heather McPherson – DISE, McGill University 
 
The proposed presentation discusses the importance of promoting a school culture of collaboration 
through teacher engagement in Professional Learning Communities (PLC). PLCs promote professional 
learning by providing an opportunity for teachers to improve content knowledge and professional 
practice among community members. Across Canada, significant investments of time and money are 
directed towards PLC implementation as a means of transforming teacher practice. PLCs are "arguably 
the most ubiquitous strategy currently used in Canada." Every Ministry of Education refers to PLCs in 
policy documents, schools, and school boards. Teacher associations refer to PLCs in policies, mission 
statements, and strategic plans (Riveros, Newton, & Burgess, 2012, p. 205). With the implementation 
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of the Quebec Education Program (QEP), participation in PLCs have been encouraged as a means of 
providing in-service teachers opportunities to develop pedagogical practices consistent with the 
QEP. In my presentation, I will discuss a pilot study that investigated how secondary science teachers 
worked together as a community to gain the skills, knowledge and practices as outlined in the QEP. The 
focus of the PLC as established by participating teachers included scientific literacy, inquiry-based 
teaching, and issues related to differentiated learning. The teachers are currently supporting each 
other in a community of peers as they improve their understanding of students’ learning needs, and 
effective pedagogies that ensures learning for all. The yearlong PLC has empowered teachers. 
Individual teacher’s abilities to collaborate has improved content knowledge and pedagogy. There is 
also a reported improvement in the culture of the science department. 
 
Exploring the Influence of Academic Achievement on the Self-Regulated Learning Tendency of 
Students Towards Using Tablet Computers 
Juan Zheng, Shan Li, Lingyun Huang – ECP, McGill University 
 
Self-regulated learning(SRL) refers to self-generated thoughts, feelings, and behaviors that are planned 
and cyclically adjusted to attain the learning goals (Zimmerman, 1990). Tablet computers have opened 
the access for students’ self-regulated learning due to its portability. However, there is still uncertainty 
about the effects of academic achievement on SRL in K-12 education. In order to figure out whether 
there is difference of SRL tendency between different academic performance students in using tablet 
computers, we investigated a total of 299 students (176 female and 123 male) in grade seven. The self-
regulated learning tendency of students was measured using 5-point Likert self-report questionnaire 
with five items (= .88). All the participants were divided into three groups based on their annual 
academic performance using K-means clustering algorithm (145 high performance students, 114 
medium performance students and 42 low performance students). One-way ANOVA was then 
performed to compare SRL tendency towards using tablet computers among those three groups. 
Results demonstrate that there is a significant difference of SRL in using tablet computers among three 
groups, F(297)=4.98, p<0.05. The Tukey post hoc test revealed that the SRL tendency of high 
performance group (M = 4.33, SD=0.57) significantly higher than the advanced group (M = 4.02, 
SD=0.75). However, there was also no statistically significant difference between the low performance 
group and the medium group (p = 0.12). Therefore, we conclude that the students with medium 
performance are less willing to use tablet computers for self-regulated learning.  
 
Understanding Student Teacher TPACK Through their Beliefs and Attitudes  
Lingyun Huang, Juan Zheng, Shan Li, Susanne Lajoie - ECP, McGill University 
 
Student teachers should develop their technological pedagogical content knowledge (TPACK) that is 
essential for future teaching in technology rich learning environments. TPACK is integration of 
knowledge of technology, pedagogy and subject content, representing the concepts of using 
pedagogical techniques that apply technologies in constructive ways to teach subject content (Mishra 
& Koehler, 2008). The development of TPACK is influenced by various factors, with a particular focus on 
teachers’ constructivist teaching beliefs and attitudes towards technology used for educational 
purposes. Therefore, the present research attempts to investigate the influence of student teachers’ 
constructivist teaching beliefs and attitudes towards educational technologies on their development of 
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TPACK. For this purpose, a survey has been set up involving 211 student teachers majoring in English 
education from one normal university in China. The data is derived from three self-reported surveys 
regarding perceived TPACK, constructivist teaching belief and attitudes towards educational 
technologies. The results of multiple regression analysis indicate that both constructivist teaching 
beliefs (r = 0.37**) and attitudes towards educational technologies (r = 0.41**) are positively 
significantly correlated with participants’ perceived TPACK level, but attitudes towards educational 
technologies (β = 0.33**) has a stronger predictive power than constructivist teaching beliefs (β = 
0.22**). The findings indicate that student teachers’ TPACK development could be more predicted on 
the base of their attitudes towards educational technologies. Simply put, the more positive attitudes 
teachers have towards educational technologies, the better they are likely to develop TPACK. 
 
Bullying, Victimization and Suicidal Ideation in Indigenous and Non-Indigenous High School Students 
Sabrina Shajeen Alam1, Pooja Bhattacharjee2 –  1ECP, McGill University, 2Department of Clinical 
Psychology, University of Dhaka, Bangladesh 
 
Objectives: Suicide is a serious issue for teenagers and it is disproportionately high among indigenous 
populations across several nations (i.e., Canada, Australia, New Zealand and United States) (Clifford, 
Doran & Tsey, 2013). This study investigated the relationships among bullying, victimization and 
suicidal ideation in indigenous and non-indigenous high school students of Bangladesh, an 
understudied population. Method: A purposive sample of 120 students in grades 7 to 10 completed 
self-report questionnaires assessing bullying, victimization and suicidal ideation. Specifically, the 
Bengali version of the Bully-Victimization Scale (Nahar & Afrose, 2010) originally developed by 
Reynolds (2003) and the Bengali version of Suicidal Ideation Scale (Uddin & Hossain, 2007) originally 
developed by Beck, Schuyler & Herman (1974) were used. Results: Fewer indigenous students (26.2%) 
reported bully others as compared to non-indigenous students (73.8%). On the other hand, indigenous 
students (58.8%) were more likely to be victimized than were others (41.2%). Also, female students 
reported greater rates of bullying others (f = 54.8%, m = 45.2%) and being victimized (f = 56.9%, m = 
43.1%). The rate of bullying and victimization are troubling considering that both bullying and 
victimization significantly predicted suicidal ideation, F(2,117) = 12.974, p = .000, R² = .182. 
Conclusions: Experience with bullying, be it as the bully or the victim, is linked to suicidal ideation for 
the indigenous community in Bangladesh.   
 
The Influence of Parenting Behaviours and Attributions on the Relationship Between Child Needs 
and Parental Cognitive Appraisal in Raising a Child with a Neurodisability  
Sara Quirke1, Lucy Lach2, Armando Bertone1 –  1ECP, McGill University, 2Department of Social Work, 
McGill University 
 
Many parents are able to appraise the positive consequences of raising their child with a 
neurodisability along with the negative consequences. Cognitive appraisal of the family impact of 
childhood neurodisability is a construct that involves how parents make meaning of their situation and 
can be positive or negative. Why do some parents form different amounts of positive and negative 
cognitive appraisals than other parents? Could it be that different aspects of parenting, like behaviours 
and attributions, explain why parents make varying levels of positive or negative cognitive appraisals? 
Could it be that the use of parenting behaviours and attributions explain for whom the relationship 
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between child characteristics and cognitive appraisals is more positive? A model of family stress (Perry, 
2004), in which individual personal resources act as mediators and/or moderators between child 
characteristics and family outcomes provided the theoretical framework. Mothers of 196 children 
ranging in age from 4 to 12 years of age with a variety of neurodevelopmental disorders participated. 
Mediation and moderation analyses were performed. Child characteristics were associated with 
cognitive appraisals; higher child difficult behaviour predicted lower positive and higher negative 
cognitive appraisal, and higher child complexity predicted higher negative cognitive appraisal. The 
parenting variables were analyzed as mediators, and moderators, of the relationship between child 
characteristics and positive and negative cognitive appraisals and were not significant. The results of 
this study produced evidence that can be used to further inform the development of interventions 
aimed at improving outcomes for families raising a child with a neurodisability. 
 
Service Delivery and Support for International Students in a Neoliberal Context: Implications for 
Sexual Assault 
Shannon Hutcheson – DISE, McGill University 
 
There are roughly five million students studying outside of their home countries, with the United 
States, U.K., Canada, and Australia holding the greatest population of international students (OECD, 
2013). Leaving one’s passport culture for education in an economy driven by neoliberalism and 
globalization is increasingly common. However, the transition from “home country” to host institution 
is not without challenges. Perceived discrimination, loss of community, language proficiency, academic 
stressors, practical factors such as financial support, and adjustment to a new campus and culture can 
promote maladaptive outcomes (e. g. Smith & Khawaja, 2011; Yeh & Inose, 2003). While these 
aforementioned issues have been explored by the literature, there is one domain that remains anemic 
despite being a prevalent and problematic theme on university campuses: the culture of rape and 
assault and its impact on international student populations. This literature review of policy, case law, 
and current discourse will employ a critical lens to frame sexual assault on campus in the context of 
international students, and identify how neoliberal policies contribute to a complexity of barriers for 
this population. Specific implications for neoliberal policies and globalization as they pertain to barriers 
for international students and sexual assault are: English as the lingua franca and reporting sexual 
assault in a non-native language, law enforcement and immigration policies, universities as monolithic 
businesses that prioritize protecting public image, and cultural capital. As universities move towards a 
globalized model and attempt to deconstruct a culture of sexual assault, addressing specific needs of 
international students is paramount. 

Citoyens d’aujourd’hui ou de demain ?  Les enfants au prisme des pratiques d’éducation à la 
citoyenneté 
Stéphanie Boyer – Faculté des sciences sociales, Université d’Ottawa 
 
L’objectif général de cette recherche consiste à mieux comprendre la façon dont les notions 
d’enfance/enfants et de citoyenneté s’articulent dans les pratiques d’éducation à la citoyenneté des 
enseignant.e.s du primaire québécois.e.s. Si de plus en plus de recherches se sont penchées sur les 
différentes interprétations de la citoyenneté  démocratique au coeur des pratiques d’éducation à la 
citoyenneté (Patterson, Doppen & Misco, 2012 ; Philpott, & Dagenais, 2011 ; Thésée, Carr & Potwora, 
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2015), peu de chercheur.e.s se sont penché.e.s, en contrepartie, sur la spécificité du public visé, les 
enfants, et sur les différentes représentations entretenues à leur égard. Or, penser les enfants comme 
de « futurs citoyens » ou comme « déjà citoyens » ne veut pas dire la même chose et ces deux 
perspectives orientent différemment les pratiques d'éducation à la citoyenneté. Nous adopterons, 
dans cette recherche, une posture critique sur la naturalisation de rapports sociaux d’âge (Prout & 
James, 1997) ainsi que sur les processus d’inclusion et d’exclusion de la citoyenneté institutionnelle 
(Isin & Turner, 2002 ; Ogien & Laugier, 2014) en plus de nous pencher sur la marge de manoeuvre dont 
disposent les acteurs au regard des prescriptions institutionnelles. Pour collecter les données 
nécessaires à cette recherche, 8 à 10 entretiens semi-structurés de 60 à 120 minutes seront menés 
avec des enseignant.e.s du primaire québécois.e.s. L’analyse des données, en s’inspirant de la 
théorisation ancrée, se fera en ayant recours aux « catégories conceptualisantes » afin d’explorer les 
perspectives émergentes sur le sujet. 
 
French Immersion for Allophone Students in Saskatchewan: Examining Diverse Perspectives on 
Access, Support, and Inclusion 
Stephen Davis - DISE, McGill University  
French Immersion for Allophone Students in Saskatchewan: Examining Diverse Perspectives on Access, 
Support, and Inclusion 
 
French immersion programs in Saskatchewan have traditionally served to further the goals of additive 
bilingualism between Canada’s two official languages, French and English. Whereas these programs 
have historically consisted of predominantly Anglophone populations, developments in immigration 
have contributed to the increasingly diverse linguistic backgrounds of students throughout the 
province. The motivation, family support, and high academic achievement of Allophone students 
learning French as an additional language have been documented extensively in Canada (Dagenais & 
Jacquet, 2000; Mady, 2013, 2014, 2015). Nevertheless, Allophones often do not benefit from the same 
access to second language education programs as their Anglophone and Francophone peers; indeed, 
the policies of most provinces and territories ensure instruction in only one of Canada’s official 
languages for these students (Mady & Turnbull, 2010; Roy & Galiev, 2014). Moreover, Allophone 
students are sometimes excluded from French immersion programs on the basis of their English 
language proficiency (Roy, 2015). Under the supervision of Dr. Mela Sarkar and Dr. Susan Ballinger, this 
explanatory sequential mixed-methods thesis research seeks to analyze the diverse discourses at play 
concerning the suitability of French immersion for Allophone students. Specifically, this study explores 
the experiences of Allophone learners in several French immersion elementary schools in Saskatoon, 
Saskatchewan, by examining the perspectives of parents (N=23), teachers (N=44), and principals (N=9) 
through Likert-scale surveys and semi-structured interviews. This presentation will share the results of 
this research, discuss the suitability of French immersion programs for Allophone students, and provide 
recommendations for the future of such programs in Saskatchewan.  
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POSTER PRESENTATIONS // PRÉSENTATIONS D'AFFICHES 
 
A Conceptual Model for Understanding Numeracy Development in Emergent Learners 
Aishwarya Nair – ECP, McGill University 
 
Literacy and math instruction forms the bulk of academic instruction in early elementary curricula as 
compared to science and social studies. Educational reforms in reading and math should be informed 
by a theoretical framework based on coherent developmental theory that addresses factors 
influencing literacy and numeracy in emergent learners. The problem is that literature on achievement 
in math is large and relatively fragmented. It is seen that researchers who examine the role of 
particular variables (e.g., cognitive factors, motivation, teacher behaviors) often focus on these 
variables to the exclusion of other factors (e.g., SES, prior knowledge, school environment). The 
purpose of this paper is to synthesize available theoretical and empirical evidence on child, family and 
community-level factors in order to develop a comprehensive framework for effective early 
mathematics intervention. A child’s social and cognitive skills develop as a function of complex 
interactions between the active child and the people, objects and systems in the child’s environment. 
In an increasingly globalized world, a greater number of environmental influences affect a child’s 
acquisition of knowledge. An argument for ecological framework as comprehensively explaining 
numeracy development will be made in the paper. 
 
How Educational Professionals Perceive Aboriginal Students' Challenges as They Navigate Through 
Post Secondary Studies 
Annessa Cadogan Charles1, Tanya Chichekian2 – 1ECP,2Department of Psychology, Université du Québec 
à Montréal  
 
Over the last few decades, Canadian post-secondary institutions have made efforts to improve 
accessibility to education and a good example has been the increase in the number of Aboriginal 
students admitted to mainstream colleges and universities (Battiste, Bell, & Findlay, 2002). Given 
recent initiatives spurring from the Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada, understanding the 
social context in which learning takes place has become the forefront of educational research and 
embedded as part of student success in many of the strategic plans put forward in postsecondary 
institutions. The purpose of this study was to explore educational professionals’ perspectives regarding 
the challenges that Aboriginal students face when transitioning from high school to college. We 
conducted semi-structured individual interviews with educational professionals who interact with 
Aboriginal students either through the nature of their work or through specific tasks or interventions. 
The semi-structured scripts allowed enough flexibility for participants to expand their comments and 
take the discussion in unanticipated directions. Interviews also allowed us to gain an inductive 
understanding and insight of how participants perceived their actions in educational settings and of the 
meanings they attributed to their thoughts and behaviours. Preliminary findings suggest that financial 
assistance, individual learning styles, and differences in information processing present the salient 
challenges faced by Aboriginal students in postsecondary institutions. Conversely, family and 
emotional support as well as collective goals that build capacity within a community reinforce their 
motivational drive. We discuss the practical implications of these findings in current Canadian 
educational systems and organizational structures. 
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Children’s Moral Evaluations of Lies: Modesty from Developmental Perspective  
Atiyeh Shohoudi Mojdehi, Kedi Zhao, Farzad Shayan, Victoria Talwar – ECP, McGill University 
 
Children develop their understanding of lie-telling through a combination of social experiences and 
cognitive development. Morality is multidimensional, and moral developmental researchers have 
investigated factors that impact children’s moral judgments. Research on children’s lie-telling has 
focused on the ages at which conceptions of truth and lies emerge, as well as children’s evaluations of 
different types of lies, while a limited number of studies have examined children’s lie-telling 
behaviours and moral judgments of lie and truth. This ongoing study is examining developmental 
differences in children’s (N = 160, ages 5, 7, 9, 11 years old) moral evaluations of lie- and truth-telling. 
Children are read several stories about fictional character who tells a lie and are asked to provide 
ratings as well as open-ended explanations. Preliminary results suggest that there are significant age 
differences in children’s ratings of modesty lies, F(3, 32) = 3.08,  p = .041, such that five and seven year 
olds rated modesty lies more negatively than nine and eleven year olds. For example, younger children 
explained that it was better to be truthful than to tell a modesty lie. Overall, results suggest that 
children’s ratings and their explanations about the acceptability of lie–telling may differ during 
development. 
 
Falling Short of Meaning: State Sanctioned Reconciliation and Its Implications for Education and 
Social Work Practice in Canada  
Christopher Cully, Gurkiran Kaur – Social Justice Education, OISE/University of Toronto 
 
This paper begins by cross-examining the concept of intergenerational trauma and political self-
determination. This paper unveils the Canadian government’s approach to reconciliation and 
recognition of Indigenous nationhood. Specifically, we examine the issues of race, colonization and 
racism deep rooted in the political and social systems of Canada. Furthermore, this paper explores and 
critiques the roles of social services and formal education discussing the over-representation of 
Indigenous children and families in the welfare state. This leads to understanding the notion of 
‘disconnect’ between the rhetoric of reconciliation and the actualities and lived experiences of 
Indigenous peoples rooted in our contention that the governments approach to reconciliation is a 
further step to re-inscribing settler colonial dominance. Lastly this paper explores the concept of settler 
accountability, and the potential actions and responsibilities of professions embedded within Teaching 
and Social Work practice. Themes explored in this paper are Decolonizing Education, Culturally 
Competent practice, and, Anti- Oppressive Social Work.  
 
Canadian Adult Education: Exploring the Outcomes of School-Based Interventions on Independent 
Learning 
Damyan Edwards, Steven Shaw – ECP, McGill University 
 
Students do not always know how or when to ask for help and they may lack the skills to initiate work 
on their own without guidance, otherwise known as “independent learning”. Independent learning is a 
skill that leads to school success and it is proposed that improvements of independent learning would 
also reduce the engagement of risky behaviors. Therefore, the proposed research examined whether 



19 
16th Annual EGSS Conference (March 30-31, 2017): Conference Proceedings 

implementing a novel intervention on independent learning would improve independent learning 
strategies, overall academic performance, and reduce risky behaviors, among adult education 
students. Students receiving the intervention were compared to a control group receiving no 
intervention. No improvements of independent learning were observed after the intervention. In 
addition, the results revealed no improvements in academic performance in both groups at post-test. 
However, significant interaction effects in academic performance were observed between the groups. 
Finally, risky behaviors significantly increased in both groups. This perhaps indicates that the continued 
exposure to unhealthy environments may contribute to the initiation of risky behaviors among adult 
education students. Therefore, the results are explored and are discussed in relation to the current 
intervention. 
 
Exploring the Challenges for Learning Disabilities in Science Education  
Emily Beaudoin – ECP, McGill University 
 
Recently, many efforts have been made to increase diversity in the field of science, yet there has been 
little effort to increase inclusion of people with learning disabilities. Learning disability is defined as a 
persistent discrepancy between academic achievement and an individual’s general intelligence often 
leading to significant impairment in academics’ performance. Deficits in working memory, storage, and 
processing speed are associated with learning disabilities. Furthermore, science anxiety is commonly 
found in learning disabilities leading to avoidance and negative affect concerning science material. 
Despite this research, there is a gap in the literature examining the relationship between science 
anxiety, cognitive processing, and science achievement among students with learning disabilities.    
The proposed study aims to fill in the gaps in the literature pertaining to science learning for students 
with learning disabilities. Specifically, this study will assess what kinds of cognitive and physiological 
activities occur more frequently with high levels of science anxiety and how these cognitive and 
physiological behaviours with high anxiety are associated with working memory in students with 
learning disabilities.  
 
Adolescent Future Orientation in a Rural Ecological Context  
Emily Stubbert, Micah A. Tilley, Jacob A. Burack – ECP, McGill University 
 
So often we are told to “live in the present.” This can be a seemingly difficult task, especially 
considering the modern societal emphasis on anticipation and preparation for the future. Future 
orientation reflects how individuals think about, feel about, and prepare for the future (Nurmi, 1991). 
Adolescents who are oriented toward the future engage in fewer risky behaviors (Skorikov & 
Vondracek, 2007), and demonstrate greater academic achievement (Adelabu, 2008). Therefore, future 
orientation is considered to be a protective factor for the transition to adulthood (Sica, 2009). To get a 
true understanding of the development of future orientation, the ecological context in which the 
adolescent is found must be considered. A context that is generally overlooked is that of rural 
communities. Recent social, economic, and demographic changes in the form of urbanization, decline 
in farming and extractive industries, and an increased in poverty have transformed the ecological rural 
setting into a risk factor for development in adolescents (Looker & Naylor, 2009). These changes have 
undoubtedly impacted the way rural adolescents think of and plan for their future. Therefore, my 
proposed study will investigate how rurality affects the development of future orientation, by 



20 
16th Annual EGSS Conference (March 30-31, 2017): Conference Proceedings 

examining the influence of rural adolescents’ ecological context. Based on Bronfenbrenner’s ecological 
systems theory, I will examine the impact of social support, perception of access to opportunities and 
cultural orientation in this population. The participants will include 200 adolescents in grades 9-12, 
from schools in Nova Scotia (100 rural and 100 urban), who will complete a battery of questionnaires.  
 
School Success and Well-Being for Lesbian, Gay, and Bisexual Adolescents: An exploratory study 
Enoch Leung, Tara Flanagan – ECP, McGill University 
 
Students who identify as lesbian, gay or bisexual (LGB) face challenges in school because of 
discrimination and victimization. This paper explores the relationships between peer victimization, 
school climate, school success, and psychological well-being among LGB and non-LGB students. 
Significant correlations were found between peer victimization and self-acceptance (r= -.392, p<.05), 
school climate and psychological well-being (r= .374, p<.05), environmental mastery (r= .459, p<.05), 
positive relations in others  (r= .315, p<.05), purpose in life (r= .306, p<.05), and self-acceptance (r= 
.388, p<.05). In addition, a significant positive correlation was found between grades and personal 
growth (r= .321, p<.05). The results have implications for school administrators, students, and parents 
to increase awareness, acknowledgement, and prevention of peer victimization and to promote a 
positive school climate in high schools for LGB and non-LGB students. One such positive implication is 
the creation and maintenance of Gay-Straight alliances (GSAs), which are student-run clubs that 
provides a space where students can support each other, network, and advocate for themselves. 
 
Social Anxiety and Group Learning: Benefits of an Emotion-Regulation Based Intervention 
Gabrielle O'Hara, Tina Montreuil – ECP, McGill University 
 
Group-based learning is an effective teaching technique, which enables students to learn via peer-
discussion (Fuchs, Fuchs, Yazdian, & Powell, 2002). That said, children with social anxiety may be 
disadvantaged when it comes to this type of learning style, due to the avoidant behaviour they often 
express in social situations (Bernstein, Bernat, Davis, & Layne, 2008). Emotion regulation is a process 
wherein strategies are employed to alter the intensity and duration of emotions that are experienced 
and expressed (Gross, 1998). In addition to effectively enabling children to cope better with anxiety, 
emotion regulation has previously been identified as a correlate of academic success in young children 
(Graziano, Reavis, Keane, & Calkins, 2006). The objectives of this study are to 1) determine whether 
social anxiety affects a child’s ability to engage in group learning, and 2) evaluate the effects of an 
emotion-regulation based intervention on group learning in socially-anxious children. The proposed 
presentation will discuss the benefits of the emotion-regulation based intervention in improving 
academic performance in socially anxious children. This intervention may also improve classroom 
inclusivity for children dealing with social anxiety, in addition to helping them cope more 
independently with their anxiety by relying on improved emotion regulation skills.  
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The Effect of Music on Emotion Recognition in Children with Autism Spectrum Disorder 
Hadas Dahary, Eve-Marie Quintin – ECP, McGill University 
 
Children with Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) have difficulty identifying emotions in still and dynamic 
face stimuli; however, it is possible that such difficulties decrease when face stimuli are accompanied 
by music-evoked emotions given that profiles of these children include intact recognition of music-
evoked emotions. Thus, the aim of the proposed study is to investigate whether background music 
played while viewing human faces can facilitate emotion recognition in children with ASD. 
 
50 children with typical development and 50 children with ASD, between the ages of 12 and 17, will be 
recruited from a French high school in Gatineau, Quebec. Participants will watch videos that will show 
faces dynamically expressing emotions of happy, sad, or fearful. Half of the faces will be presented 
with background music, while half will be without music. After each video, participants will identify the 
emotion of the face and rate its intensity. We hypothesize that the presence of music increases 
emotion recognition accuracy in a social context for children with ASD. 
 
Results hold the potential of providing empirical support for educational, community, or family 
interventions to improve socio-emotional difficulties of children with ASD. For example, introducing 
background music during social play at school may counterbalance their social and emotional 
difficulties, which in turn, may increase their ability to successfully interact with their peers. 
 
Understanding Transition to Kindergarten Services for Children with Autism Spectrum Disorders in 
Canada  
Jalisa Gittens, Laura Fontil, Ingrid Sladeczek – ECP, McGill University 
 
The aim of this study is to develop a greater understanding of transition to kindergarten services for 
children with autism spectrum disorders (ASD) in Canada. The process of transitioning from preschool 
to kindergarten is an important milestone for children and can predict future school success. However, 
this process is very challenging for children with ASD. Substantial concerns have been raised 
concerning the transition to school for children with ASD. Cost-benefit analyses illustrate that 
evidence-based early intervention for vulnerable populations can enhance these children’s future 
employability and income in adulthood, reducing expenditures by $4.9 billion and generating $8.2 
billion in tax revenues. Currently, there is a lack of research evidence in Canada regarding transition to 
kindergarten for children with developmental disabilities. Within the framework of Bronfenbrenner’s 
bioecological model, the main objectives of this study are to examine the educational philosophies, 
parental involvement and whether there is a relationship between the philosophical approaches of 
programs and the forms of transition to kindergarten support provided to children with ASD in Canada. 
To conduct this study an adapted version of the National Center for Special Education’s Pre-Elementary 
Education Longitudinal Study Early Childhood Program Director Questionnaire will be given to directors 
of programs that provide specialized services to preschoolers with ASD across Canada. The results of 
this study will provide a better understanding of transition to kindergarten services for children with 
ASD and will define which philosophical approaches are successful in providing transition services and 
whether parental involvement is being implemented. 
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Bullying in Schools: Current Challenges and Interventions  
Jennifer Lavoie1, Kedi Zhao1, Atiyeh Shohoudi Mojdehi1, Karissa Leduc2, Victoria Talwar1 – 1ECP, McGill 
University, 2Department of Education, University of Sherbrooke  
School bullying has become a potential threat to children due to the fact that nearly all children spend 
most of their time at schools. Bullying, as a chronic aggressive behaviour, takes place at schools and 
can bring negative results such as exclusion, emotional hurt or even detrimental consequences such as 
suicide or death on children’s well-being. Much research has been conducted on bullying to help the 
public better understand school bullying events. This paper synthesizes the current literature to 
generate an overview of children’s bullying behaviour and previous research related to it and to 
generate recommendations for professional practice with children. The purpose of this paper is to (1) 
present the definition and categories of school bullying and the current issues related to children’s 
bullying behaviours; (2) evaluate the factors associated with children’s bullying behaviours; (3) discuss 
how bullying differs among cultures and whether there are differences when bullying takes places in 
different cultures; and (4) present bullying intervention research and provide recommendations for 
professions working with children who might be affected by bullying events. In sum, bullying has 
already become a prevalent issue because it can take place in different forms at different ages and may 
require a developmental approach to intervention, factors such as children’s cognitive development, 
parenting style, school climate all have relations to bullying. Research in this area may help parents, 
school counsellors, and policy-makers better understand children’s aggressive behaviours and improve 
school and family environment to ensure children grow up in a healthy environment. 
 
Children’s Perceptions of Cyberbullying: Current State and Future Directions 
Kedi Zhao1, Jennifer Lavoie1, Atiyeh Shohoudi Mojdehi1, Karissa Leduc2, Victoria Talwar1 – 1ECP, McGill 
University, 2Department of Education, University of Sherbrooke 
 
Cyberbullying has become a particular concern for children due to the fact that an increasing number 
of them have regular access to the online world. Cyberbullying, as an emerging bullying form, stems 
from traditional bullying but may have more harmful and profound effects on children’s well-being 
because of its greater anonymity in the virtual medium of cyber-space. These effects can include 
isolation, emotional harm, and even suicide and death (Hinduja & Patchin, 2010). This paper 
synthesizes the current literature to generate recommendations for professional practice with 
children. The purpose of this paper is to (1) present the current issues related to children’s online 
aggressive behaviours; (2) evaluate the factors associated with children’s cyberbullying behaviours; (3) 
discuss cultural factors linked to cyberbullying; and (4) provide recommendations for professionals 
working with children who may be affected by cyberbullying. Previous research has mainly focused on 
the prevalence and co-occurrence of cyberbullying, but children’s moral reasoning and judgment of 
cyberbullying are still not widely explored. Results from children’s individual moral evaluations of 
cyberbullying may generate several implications, for example, it may help parents, school counsellors, 
and policy-makers better understand children’s perception of others’ and their own aggressive 
behaviours, and thus design more effective intervention programs. To conclude, cyberbullying has 
become a prevalent issue due to the increase in children’s use of technology. Factors such as school 
climate, age, and culture all likely play an important role in children’s understanding of the moral 
acceptability of cyberbullying and can help to inform future research and practice. 
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Art Integration for low-SES Youth: Helping Schools Reduce Inequality through Academic 
Achievement, Wellbeing, and Health 
Mara Sokol-Rubenstein – ECP, McGill University 
 
Globally, education is a significant contributor to the future success and wellbeing of students, as it 
benefits young people in a variety of ways. Socioeconomic status (SES), the fusion of income, 
education level, and profession, is both a contributor to and outcome of education (Shi, de Groh & 
Bancej, 2016). An opportunity gap is formed when there are vast disparities in academic achievement 
between low and high-SES youth. These disparities can be attributed to barriers caused by an 
overarching lack of opportunities provided to low-SES youth (Fine et al., 2005; Rubin, Abu El-Haj, 
Graham & Clay, 2016). Children of low-SES families are more prone to school push-out, poor mental 
health, and low academic attainment. Furthermore, these same students have higher rates of 
cardiovascular disease (CVD) and mortality throughout the lifecourse (Prus, 2007). This work 
reconceptualises Art Integration as an in-school public health intervention aimed at mitigating the 
impact of SES on academic achievement and health. Art Integration is defined as the teaching of core 
subjects using artistic activities as an equal partner in the learning process. This practice has had a 
positive effect on academic achievement as well as student wellbeing (Charland, 2011). The present 
work makes a case for the use of an Art Integrated curriculum in Montreal public schools with a high 
prevalence of low-SES students. This curriculum could narrow the opportunity gap for low-SES 
students, thereby decreasing the prevalence of CVD and interrupting the detrimental cyclical 
relationship between education, SES, and health. 
 
Healthy Minds Healthy Schools: The Development of a School-Based Emotion Regulation Program 
Micah Tilley, Tina Montreuil – ECP, McGill University 
 
Gross’ (1988) process model of emotion regulation (ER) describes ER as the use of volitional and 
spontaneous strategies to regulate when and how specific emotions are experienced and expressed. 
The benefits of proper ER remain consistent in the literature: those who can manage their emotions 
have positive outcomes in many life domains, including physical health, academics, and overall 
wellbeing (John & Gross, 2004). The ability to adequately regulate one’s emotions has been identified 
as one of the most salient skills of early childhood, thus making it a critical component for adaptive 
social functioning and psychological adjustment (Cole et al., 2004; Eisenberg & Spinrad, 2004; Fox & 
Calkins, 2003). Emotion-focused interventions that rely heavily on teaching ER strategies to children 
have been found to reduce children’s internalizing symptoms and diagnostic status (Bilek et al., 2012), 
improve their ability to identify emotional states and discuss emotion-related experiences, and 
understand ER strategies (Suveg et al., 2006). The proposed presentation will focus on the 
development of a school-based emotion-focused program for elementary students. Many children 
with social and emotional problems experience barriers to accessing adequate support; as such, the 
implementation of prevention programs internally, within the school, is critical. In this pilot study, 50 
elementary students will be randomly assigned to an experimental or control condition. It is 
hypothesized that children who participate in the program (i.e., the experimental group) will have 
increased ER and decreased anxiety in comparison to the control group at post-test and follow-up.  
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Exploring Effective and Equitable Formative Assessment for All English as Second Language Learners  
Mo Guo – DISE, McGill University 

As a complementary part of classroom instruction and benefits both teachers and students, formative 
assessment has gained more attention from academia. Cizek (2010) claimed that the reason for this 
attention is education stakeholders realize that formative assessment can provide information on 
students’ academic achievements that other assessment forms can not. Therefore, it represents “…the 
next best hope for stimulating gains in student achievement” (Cizek, 2010, p. 3).  

Although the effectiveness of self assessment and peer assessment has been examined, most previous 
studies have focused on the similarities of feedback between formative assessment and teacher 
assessment, instead of the quantity of constructive feedback that students receive from formative 
assessment. Moreover, most studies look at either self assessment or peer assessment. The 
effectiveness of the combination of the two continues to constitute a scholarly gap despite the fact 
that both forms of formative assessment are encouraged in teaching practice. 

The purpose of this quantitative study is to evaluate the quantity and the type of feedback produced 
through informal formative assessment as a teaching practice in English as a second language writing 
classrooms and to investigate the differential effect of feedback generated through self and peer 
assessment respectively.  

Preliminary data analysis indicates that students produce effective feedback through all three forms of 
formative assessment used in this research study and that most feedback has been generated 
regarding the syntactic and lexical aspects of their written works. Also, instruction has been proven to 
be crucial to the successful implementation of formative assessment. 
 
Parent-Child Connectedness and Children’s Emotion Regulation Strategy Use  
Rayna Edels, Tina Montreuil – ECP, McGill University 

Positive parent-child relationships provide a foundation for children’s psychological development and 
learning. An element of the parent-child relationship that is implicated as a protective factor and a 
promotor of positive outcomes is that of parent-child connectedness (PCC), characterized by a high 
quality, bi-directional, ongoing bond between a parent and his/her child (Ackard & Neumark-Sztainer, 
2006; Boutelle et al., 2009, Padilla-Walker et al). To date, To date, few studies have investigated the 
relation between parent-child connectedness and emotion regulation (ER; the use of strategies to 
modulate the occurrence, intensity, and expression of one’s own emotions; Thomson, 1994). The 
proposed study will fill this gap in the scholarly literature by examining the association between parent 
and child perceptions of PCC and children’s adaptive ER strategy use through questionnaires and an 
experimental paradigm adapted from Cole et al.’s study (2009). It is hypothesized that when parent-
child dyads align in their perceptions of PCC and their perceptions are positive, PCC will be positively 
correlated with children’s use of adaptive emotion regulation strategies (e.g., acceptance, reappraisal, 
problem solving) and negatively correlated with maladaptive strategy use (e.g., physical or verbal 
aggression, avoidance, suppression). Results from this study will contribute to our understanding of the 
familial factors that impact childhood emotional regulation. If parent-child connectedness is found to 
be associated with adaptive ER strategy use, this may suggest targeting PCC in prevention and 
intervention programs to promote children’s well-being across academic, social-emotional, and health 
domains. 



25 
16th Annual EGSS Conference (March 30-31, 2017): Conference Proceedings 

Resilience in the Face of Adversity: Exploring Resilience and Help Seeking in Homeless Youth  
Samantha O'Brien – ECP, McGill University 
 
Resilience is a fluctuating process of change promoting positive adaptation in a context of adversity 
(Kolar, Erikson, & Stewart, 2012). In Western society, what is typically considered positive adaptation is 
problematic for homeless youth who are attempting to adapt to exceptionally different life 
circumstances and stressors (Kolar et al., 2012). Homeless youth face significant hardships and 
marginalization. Despite the various hardships and adversity, many youth continue to adapt and 
survive. How homeless youth adapt to their environment varies, and for some the process includes 
seeking help at support organizations. Youth who seek help are demonstrating resilience in the face of 
adversity. The proposed study will explore and identify factors that are associated with the resilience 
of homeless youth seeking help from a small urban centre in St. John’s, Newfoundland, highlighting 
areas of strength and vulnerability. This will inform services and interventions for this population. The 
study will also identify patterns of service use unique to resilient youth, informing professionals of 
ways to facilitate participation. Homeless youth (ages 15-29 years) will be recruited through an 
Outreach and Community Engagement/Drop-in services program for homeless youth. A mixed-
methods study will be conducted to incorporate both quantitative and qualitative information. The 
constructs of interest to be explored as predictors of resilience will be chosen in collaboration with the 
director of the community organization, and will include personal, environmental, and circumstantial 
factors. The suggested constructs to explore include: motivation, self-regulation, attachment to 
parents and peers, current living situations, feelings of optimism, and coping strategies.  
 
Investigating Trans Cis Peer Relationships 
Sam Sullivan – ECP, McGill University 
 
Transgender people are at a pronounced risk of poor life experiences such as mental health issues, 
poverty and substance abuse. They hold a minority gender status and thus encounter increased social 
stigma, prejudice and discrimination, especially in traditional cis-normative spaces such as school. 
Rejection and social isolation of trans students is even evident in schools that have adopted the 
inclusive value system. The Everyday Teacher Project, a Canadian wide study, found that the more 
marginalized the gender minority student the more at-risk they were of experiencing transphobic 
bullying. Fortunately, where there are risk factors there are also protective factors. Trans research 
shows that positive peer relationships can act as a defense and potentially increase academic 
achievement, school involvement, and overall wellbeing. Despite peers’ protective potential the 
majority of current research and intervention strategies are aimed at understanding and supporting 
parents and teachers of trans students. This project is unique in its approach to identify specific 
barriers to the development of positive peer relations among trans and cis youth. A literature review 
will be performed to establish variables and components of a youth based self-report questionnaire. 
The pilot questionnaire will be assessed by youth focus groups and professionals in the field. The 
intention for this project is to develop a tool that will identify areas of further research and provide 
insight into the development of intervention strategies that would foster positive peer relationships 
and contribute to creating inclusive school climates for trans students. 
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Social Anxiety and Emotional Regulation Strategies: The Role of Parental Emotion Socialization 
Sarah Cabecinha-Alati, Tina Montreuil – ECP, McGill University 
 
The development of anxiety during childhood puts children at risk for social and educational difficulties 
including poor academic performance and school refusal (McLoone et al., 2006; Hughes et al., 2010).  It 
has been shown that children with anxiety difficulties have deficits in emotion regulation (ER) skills 
(Suveg & Zeman, 2004). Since emotional competence develops through experiences in a child’s social 
environment, parents exert a strong influence on the socialization of children’s ER skills (Saarni, 1999; 
Morris et al., 2007). Despite the widely accepted view that parental dysregulated emotions 
compromise parents ability to provide adequate emotion socialization, hence contributing to poor 
developmental outcomes in children (Dix, 1991), few studies have examined the associations between 
parental emotional functioning, children’s ER, and internalizing problems (Bariola et al. 2001; Han & 
Shaffer, 2013). Moreover, even fewer studies have directly assessed parental ER in the context of these 
variables (Barros et al., 2015). The proposed research aims to address this gap in the existing literature. 
Students and parents from elementary schools in the Montreal area will participate in this study as 
part of a larger curriculum-based intervention that aims to improve children’s ER abilities. It is 
hypothesized that parental deficits in ER will lead to increased use of non-supportive emotion 
socialization strategies, which will in turn be associated with children’s use of maladaptive ER 
strategies and anxiety. The findings of this study will help practitioners understand the links between 
parenting, ER, and childhood anxiety, enabling them to serve children more effectively in a school-
based context.   
 
Examining Teachers’ Engagement in Teaching Reflection  
Shan Li, Lingyun Huang, Juan Zheng – ECP, McGill University 
 
Teacher’s reflection on their practice includes becoming aware of how they teach and how to make 
improvements when difficulties occur. Reflections on teaching take various of forms, such as 
annotating lesson plans, creating class portfolios, and writing teaching diaries. Teaching reflection is 
considered as a crucial way to improve teachers’ professional development. Thus, examining teachers’ 
engagement in teaching reflection could be a method to monitor their professional development in 
return. Numerous studies have documented methods for helping teachers become reflective 
practitioners, however, few researchers have focused on teachers’ engagement in teaching reflection 
with different levels of teaching skills. This study examined the influence of teachers’ teaching 
experience on their engagement in teaching reflection activities. A total of 117 participants were 
involved in the study (73 with primary level of teaching skills, 31 with intermediate level, and 13 with 
advanced level. The levels were evaluated and authorized by the ministry of education of China). Their 
engagement in teaching reflection were examined using a 5-point Likert scale questionnaire whose 
Cronbach’s alpha value was 0.83. The research found that the intermediate group (M = 4.42) was 
statistically significantly higher than the advanced group (M = 3.67) as determined by one-way ANOVA 
(F (2,117) = 3.244, p = .043). Though there was no statistically significant difference, the mean of 
primary group (M = 4.15) was much higher than the advanced group as well. We assumed that the 
advanced group were masters in teaching, and consequently did not need much activities on teaching 
reflection.  
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Predictors of Academic Success and Well-being among Black Canadian Youth 
Vanessa Kaji Weva, Jenilee-Sarah Napoleon, Jacob A. Burack – ECP, McGill University 
 
The main objective of this study is to better understand the link between essential individual factors, 
proven to influence the educational outcomes of Black Canadians, and the academic achievement of a 
group of Black middle-school aged youth from a specific community in Montreal. Thus, racial/ethnic 
identity (REI), the use of adaptive coping strategies (CS), and academic motivation (AM) will be 
examined in relation to levels of acculturation, which refers to the immigrant or nonimmigrant status. 
Specifically, through this study we will attempt to answer the following questions: 1. Do immigrant 
youth differ from their nonimmigrant counterparts in terms of their REI, CS, and AM? 2. How well does 
REI, CS and AM predict immigrant and nonimmigrant youth’s overall academic achievement in middle-
school? The participants will be 150 middle-school aged youth recruited from a community 
organization. All of the variables were chosen in collaboration with members from the community and 
they will be measured quantitatively using the following scales: academic achievement will be assessed 
using the WRAT4 scale, REI will be assessed using the total scale of the The Multi Ethnic Identity 
Measure, CS will be assessed using the B-COPE scale, and AM will be assessed using the CAIMI scale. A 
demographic questionnaire, including questions such as country of origin and immigration status will 
also be included. The following statistical analyses will be used to investigate the research questions: 
an independent samples t-test, a MANOVA, as well as Pearson’s correlations and regressions for each 
group (immigrant and nonimmigrant). 
 
UNDERGRADUATE POSTER PRESENTATIONS // AFFICHES D’ÉTUDIANT(E)S DU PREMIER CYCLE  
 
Developmental Differences in Children’s Disclosure of Prosocial and Antisocial Secrets 
Nicole Pelletier1, Oksana Caivano1, Melody Zhang1, Victoria Talwar2 –  1Department of Psychology, 
McGill University, 2ECP, McGill University  
 
Secrets are manifested as a contract between individuals; an agreement that the information shared 
will not be exposed. The ability to recognize and understand another person’s beliefs and perspective 
known as theory of mind (ToM) is related to children’s ability to create a false belief and maintain a lie 
or secret. This study (N = 123, 4-11 years, M = 8.3 years, SD = 2.2 years, 58 boys) examined children’s 
ToM and their willingness to disclose or keep an antisocial and prosocial secret. Children completed 
four ToM story tasks with a researcher and two short vignettes portraying an antisocial and prosocial 
secret. A scenario was presented in which a peer disclosed a secret. The children were subsequently 
asked what the recipient of the secret would do. We analyzed the relation between children’s age and 
theory of mind scores and their judgments about whether the story character would tell a peer’s 
secret. We used two logistic regressions (one for prosocial, one for antisocial secret) with children’s 
age and ToM scores as the predictor variables and their decisions to tell or not tell as the outcome. 
Both overall models were significant: antisocial χ2(2, N = 107) = 10.22, p = .006, prosocial χ2(2, N = 109) 
= 10.40, p = .006. Within the prosocial model, children’s age significantly predicted whether they 
endorsed keeping a secret, p = .033. Overall, this research can be useful in helping clinicians and 
forensic professionals working with children to better understand in what situations children disclose 
secrets. 
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Children's Secret-Keeping Behaviors in Children and the Theory of Mind  
Ying Ying Liu1, Oksana Caivano1, Eleanore Otway1, Victoria Talwar2 – 1Faculty of Arts, McGill University, 
2ECP, McGill University 
 
Secret Keeping Behaviors in Children and the Theory of Mind 
This study (N = 93, 4-11 years, M = 8.25 years, SD = 2.30 years, 45 boys) examined differences in the 
types of behaviors children used to conceal a secret about a surprise gift from a parent and their ToM 
score. The theory of mind (ToM), which develops with age, is associated with the ability to create 
deception such as lying and secret keeping. These deception attempts often fail because guilt leaks 
through behavior in the forms of facial cues and speech hesitations. As part of the experiment, parents 
were provided with questions to ask their child about a surprise craft that he or she made with a 
research assistant previously. Children’s non-verbal behaviors were coded for the types of concealing 
strategies used during secret keeping. They were also scored on the theory of mind tasks during the 
study. Children’s age and theory of mind scores were found as significant predictors of self-concealing 
behaviors (F (2, 84) = 3.46, p = .036). Age and ToM scores were negatively correlated with the number 
of self-concealment behaviors used (b = -0.19, p = .045). Children with higher theory of mind scores 
were less likely to demonstrate avoidant attention such as manipulating objects to distract from the 
conversation when interacting with their parent. These results suggest that as children get older and 
with the development of ToM, they become more aware that their behavior can be an indication of 
their secret keeping, thus using less concealment behaviors. 
 


